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Surveys, Surveys, Surveys

Important Dates
NTA Meeting
March 11 --- CPS 3:00 p.m.
School Committee Meetings
March 4 & March 18
Annual Town Meeting
April 7 --- NHS 7:00 p.m.
Annual Town Meeting
starts on a Monday and
usually runs 3 or 4 nights.
The first night consists of
calling the articles and
usually some of them are
discussed and voted on.
The budget for the school
is usually called discussed,
and voted on during the
first night.

Town Elections
April 15 --- NHS
This year there are
important elections for
School Committee and
Board
of
Selectmen.
Please get informed about
who is running and don’t
forget to vote!

Recently, there seems to have been a flood of surveys. While we all
understand and appreciate the value of time, it is of extreme importance
that everyone completes the surveys that are now out. Only by filing
these out will all of our voice be heard.
Perhaps the most important is the TeLLS survey. This survey,
which requires a special access code, will help set the direction of
education in Massachusetts for years to come. The survey must be
completed by March 7. In order for us to get results back, we must have
a 40% participation rate. Governor Patrick is behind this survey.

Retirement Workshop
Harold Crowley, the MTA retirement consultant, will be coming to do a
presentation/workshop on Wednesday April 16th at 3pm in the CPS cafe.
The workshop will be from 3-5, with time for questions.
This is the rescheduling of the workshop that was cancelled in
January. This workshop would be relevant to all members. You must
register to go to the workshop. You may do so in person at the March
11th NTA meeting or the April 8th NTA meeting.
There is no cost for this workshop, but, remember, you must
register. Hope to see you there.

Ad Hoc Committee Up-Dates
Members of the various Ad Hoc committees gave brief up-dates at the
most recent NTA meeting. Class size and behavior committee seem to
be the most active, each having met 5 or 6 times each.
The class size committee has been researching and discussing
optimal class sizes to deliver effective instruction. The committee is split
on what should be the maximum limit, with administration and some
community members for a system-wide max of 22. The teacher
members are adamant about keeping it lower, especially in grades K to 3.
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Budget Concerns
Looks like things are going to get fairly tight around here. The BOS has
decided not to pursue an override this year, basically saying that we should
tighten our belts now and look to the future for any overrides. With that news,
the School Committee is considering what they need to do in order to obtain
the level of funding needed to deliver the instruction and programs at the
Nantucket Public Schools. Please, keep up to date on this issue as it will have
a huge impact on programs, staffing, and equipment and materials for next
year.

Negotiations Up-Dates
Maryanne Waine, ESP negotiations chair, gave an up-date on the ESP
contract. Looks like things have progressed well recently as the two sides
have agreed in principle on a contract. Each side must now bring it back to
their respective constituencies for a formal vote. The ESPs are looking for a
vote next week, while the school committee is planning on voting at their first
meeting in March.
Teaching Assistant contract negotiations are close to beginning. The
team is currently being put together. It is not to late to step forward and
volunteer your time and expertise to this very important endeavor.
Teacher contract negotiations are still under way. There is nothing that
can be reported at this time. The two sides are working slowly on many
issues. The negotiations chair for the teacher contract is Steve Sortevik. Other
members include Megan McNeely, Mike Girvin, Rosemary Topham, Dave
Webb, Jen Laredo, Page Martineau, and John McGuinness.
The other side is represented by Jane Miller and Christine Elahi from
the School Committee and Dr. Pellicone and Dr. Colley.

The Nantucket Teachers Association
The goal of the Nantucket Teachers Association is to provide a voice for the faculty and staff
of the Nantucket Public Schools. The NTA advocates for the improvement of education for
the students of Nantucket. Your voice is important. Be active in the Association. Go to
meetings, run for office, let your opinions, concerns, and ideas be heard.
Anyone interested in submitting an article or providing information for future newsletters
should contact the editor.
Editor: John M. McGuinness, NHS, Room 006, 1228 (ext), 3527 (vm)

